	Mr. Anderson – AP US
	



A Well-Organized Essay for AP US History 

Organization of your essay is half the battle.  If you can organize your thoughts and analysis in a well-constructed essay that is easy for someone to read, you should do well!  Remember when doing a DBQ you need to use half of the documents offered, + 2 more [example: if they give you 12 documents, you should use 10 (6+2)].  

I. Introduction Paragraph (3-5 Sentences)
· Your introduction should have a thesis statement

· Thesis statement should be like a good set of abdominal muscle [strong, clear, well-defined]

· Your thesis should answer the question and take a position

· It should include partitions showing the reading what you will be talking about in your body paragraphs and how you will support your thesis 

II. Body Paragraph # 1 (4-8 Sentences)
· Topic Sentence

· Directly answers the questions

· Introduces a particular category (from partitions)

· Takes a stance on that category 

· You need to prove something in this paragraph to support your thesis

· Relevant specific information

· Personal background knowledge 

· Information from the Documents provided

· Worked in and sited correctly

· Interpretative commentary

· Analysis on factual information

· How and why the information supports the thesis

· Could use to commentary sentences for one fact

· Clincher sentence / Conclusion sentence

· Ties the paragraph back to the thesis

· Transition statement that helps lead into the next paragraph

III.  Body Paragraph # 2 [same as above]

IV.  Body Paragraph # 3 [same as above]

* Essays do not always have to be 5 paragraphs long.  The length of the essay will depend on how many documents you are given, how well you can answer the question with the documents you are given, and what you have stated in your organizational categories or partitions.  The body paragraphs will be anywhere from 4-8 sentences in length pending on how many documents and commentary sentences you use.  You will always have an intro and conclusion.

V. Conclusion Paragraph (3-5 Sentences)
· Synthesize the topic sentences from each paragraph

· Tie together your paper shortly

· Directly re-answer the question being asked

· Re-state your thesis but with different words

